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I. READING COMPREHENSION
Read the following text carefully before replying to the questions on it.
ALEXANDRIA LIBRARY SERVES UP WRONG FOOD FOR THOUGHT

1.
It was meant to be the library that recaptured the glories of Alexandria,
providing a new home for the world’s knowledge almost 2,000 years after its
predecessor was burned to the ground. But whereas the old Egyptian library
offered a rich diet of philosophy and history to the greatest thinkers of its age,
including Euclid, Archimedes and Herophilus, the modern Bibliotheca
Alexandrina is attracting harsh criticism for serving up very different fare.
2.
A row has erupted over the decision to build a food court at the heart of
Egypt’s self-proclaimed « window on the world », with critics accusing the
Bibliotheca’s trustees of selling out the library’s venerable legacy for short-term
profit. Among the charges levelled at the $220m Bibliotheca, which opened
seven years ago, is the accusation that secret plans are being hatched to allow
burger chain McDonald’s to open a branch inside the complex, and that the
library is putting brash consumerism ahead of serious scholarship.
3.
Library authorities have denied the claims, insisting the food area is
needed for the annual influx of 800,000 visitors.
4.
Six companies have got licences to open stores in the food area and the
library insists McDonald’s is not among them. Sharif Riad, PR director, said the
court was sensitively designed with no logos visible.
5.
But in a country that has seen the presence of multinational corporations
proliferate in recent years, the library’s assurances have left many unconvinced.
Commentators link the invasion of brand names into Egypt’s most sacred
cultural institution with broader ties between capitalists and politicians and the
ensuing corruption scandals.
6.
« I don’t know why everything promising, everything good, in this country
must be destroyed by the government……with their greed and cooperation with
the businessmen, » said Zeinoba, a prominent blogger. Ismail Alexandrani,
behind a 5,000-strong Facebook group vowing « cultural resistance » to the
food court wrote : « This is about money, money, money. »
7.
The controversy is only the latest in a series of disputes to hit the
Bibliotheca. The library’s building costs have been criticised as a misuse of
resources in a country with wide-spread poverty. The library has also struggled
to build up its collection of books due to a lack of funds.
___________

Glossary
fare (noun) = food
trustee (noun) = a member of a group that controls the financial affairs of a
charity or other organisation.
venerable (adjective) when something is respected because it is old.
influx (noun) the sudden arrival of large numbers of people, money or goods
etc.
PR = Public Relations
greed (noun) = intense and selfish desire for something

Anglais OS

EXEMPLE Page 2/7

Collège de Genève
Examen d’admission en 3e année du secondaire II - EXEMPLE

Nom :
Prénom :

Answer these questions about the text in your own words (Don’t copy the text).
Points:
Contents Language
1
Why is the library accused of serving up “the wrong food
/4pts
/2pts
for thought” ? (25 words)
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
2

The library is described as “a window on the world”
(second paragraph). What does that mean ? (25 words)

/4pts

/2pts

.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
3

Why is there so much opposition to Mac Donald's in
particular ? (25 words)

/4pts

/2pt

.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
4

Do you think such extravagant projects are acceptable in
today's Egypt ? (25 words)

/4pts

/2pts

.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................

READING COMPREHENSION TOTAL:
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II. GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY
1. PREPOSITIONS: Fill in the gaps with the correct preposition.
a) “ - I’ve been waiting …………………… nearly an hour”
- That’s nothing. I’ve been here …………………… 9 o’clock this morning.”
b) When you arrive …………………… the airport you’ll have to go ……………………
customs.
c) He works …………………… 8 in the morning …………………… 6 in the evening, and then
he goes …………………… an evening class.
d) - She isn’t very old.
- I think she’s still …………………… her thirties.
………/ 4pts
2. MODAL VERBS: Complete the sentences using should / shouldn’t, can / can’t, must
/ mustn’t, have (to) / don’t have ( to), had (to) / didn’t have( to), couldn’t.
a) If you want to participate in this competition, you ……………………………… register
before the end of this week: after that, inscriptions will be closed.
b) “It isn’t necessary for you to attend the meeting” means the same as “you
……………………………… attend the meeting.”
c) 30 years ago, children in Geneva ……………………………… go to school on Saturday
mornings, but things have changed: now the whole weekend is free.
d) Becoming sixteen has its advantages: now I ……………………………… drive a scooter!
e) I ……………………………… do that when I was younger!
f) You look so tired – maybe you ……………………………… go to bed early tonight.
g) We ……………………………… pay to visit the museum yesterday because it was the first
Sunday of the month, and all museums are free that day.
h) My mother thinks I ……………………………… drink so much coffee. She says it’s
unhealthy.
………. / 8 pts
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3. RELATIVE CLAUSES: Add WHO, THAT, WHOSE, WHICH or WHERE to complete the
sentence. If a relative pronoun is not necessary, don’t add anything.
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

Somerset Maugham was a writer …………………… wrote short stories.
He travelled to the Far East, …………………… he got ideas for his books.
The story …………………… we read is called “The Lotus Eater”.
It is about a man called Wilson, …………………… gave up work.
Wilson, …………………… wife and daughter both died, wanted to live a life of leisure.
He had a pension …………………… provided him with a small income.
For years he lived a life …………………… was very pleasurable.
One evening, he and the writer went to a restaurant, …………………… chef was
famous.
………/ 8 pts

4. INDIRECT QUESTIONS: Complete the second sentence using the question in
brackets. Pay attention to concordance.
a) (Must we leave so early ?)
They asked ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
b) (Who stole his wallet ?)
They have no idea ……………………………………………………………………………………………
c) (Did the bride wear a white dress ?)
She wondered …………………………………………………………………………………………………
d) (How old are you ?)
She wanted to know …………………………………………………………………………………………
e) (Why is she waiting here?)
Can you tell me

………………………………………………………………………………………………

f) (How big is your new car ?)
She wants to know ……………………………………………………………………………………………
……… / 6 pts
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5. MIXED TENSES – ACTIVE AND PASSIVE: Conjugate the verb in brackets in the
proper tense.
a) By this time next summer you ………………………………………… (complete) your
studies. I, on the other hand, ………………………………………… (not accomplish)
anything.
b) The students are usually taught by Mr. Bingham. However, this week, they
………………………………………… (teach) by the assistant teacher.
c) Bob ………………………………………… (talk) on the phone for over an hour. I wonder
what the problem is.
d) When we ………………………………………… (finally / get) to the village we
………………………………………… (walk) for over five hours. We were exhausted and the
blisters on our feet ………………………………………… (hurt) terribly.
e) Now the news. The Swan Hotel ………………………………………… (entirely / destroy) by
fire. The fire ………………………………………… (start) in the kitchens last night while
everybody

…………………………………………

(sleep).

Rescue

workers

………………………………………… (still / search) for two missing guests. More
information ………………………………………… (certainly / give) on the next newscast.
……… / 14 pts
6. VERB PATTERNS: Make sentences from the words in brackets. The first sentence
is only there to give a context.
a) She’s feeling really tired.( she / not / fancy / go / out tonight)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b) My father isn’t very punctual. (he / tend / arrive late)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c) These shopping bags are very heavy. (you / mind / help/ me/ carry them?)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
d) We would like a family. (We / think / have / child)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
e) She’s so disorganised. (she / keep / miss / appointments)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
f)

“Help me!”, he said to us. (He / want / help) (your sentence must be > 4 words)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
….. / 12 pts

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY TOTAL: ……… / 52 pts
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III. COMPOSITION on Dead Poets Society, by N.H. Kleinbaum
Write a well-structured essay of at least 300 words on one of the following topics.
Divide your work clearly into paragraphs (Introduction, 2 arguments, conclusion).
Illustrate your arguments with clear references to the text and pay attention to the
quality of your English.
1. “Sucking out the marrow doesn’t mean getting the bone stuck in your throat” (110)
- Choose two characters in the novel Dead Poets Society for whom this quotation
proves true. Explain how each carries out the philosophy (Carpe Diem) and pays
for it.
2. Some people are angry in the novel Dead Poets Society. Is anyone’s anger justified?
Give two good/bad reasons the characters have for feeling angry, and present precise
examples from the text to support your ideas.
3. Some say that Dead Poets Society is a coming-of-age novel. What does the story say
about what it is to come-of-age? Find two different ways in which the novel answers
that question and support your arguments with specific events that occur in the book.

Language : ……… /12 points

Content : ……… /12 points
____________________________________

COMPOSITION TOTAL: ……… /24 points

Anglais OS

EXEMPLE Page 7/7

